
The Agricultural Research Council is very well positioned as a capable body to help in the
effective and accelerated transformation of the Wine Industry through technology transfer,
training, research, and capacity development. This is evident by the partnership that the premier
science institution has created with the South African Wine Industry Transformation Unit
(SAWITU) and other champions for transformation in the wine industry. 
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ARC INFRUITEC-NIETVOORBIJ

WINE TRANSFORMATION

the inside story

Despite being one of the leading wine producing countries in
the world, black and emerging winemakers are
disproportionately low in South Africa. The Agricultural
Research Council (ARC) took action and highlighted the need
for concerted efforts to accelerate this transformation paradigm
in order to re-position the South African Wine Industry as
inclusive and diverse for the next generation. 
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A major win on this collaborative journey is the housing of The Wine Arc, a one of a kind
‘brand home’ for black-owned wine enterprises, at the ARC Nietvoorbij Cellar Complex in
Stellenbosch. 

ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij is also proud to announce that January 2022 marked a milestone
moment for Nietvoorbij wines as, for the first time ever, our wines are commercially available
for purchase at retailer, Kwikspar Stonesquare in Stellenbosch. Further to that, our recently
released vintages of Sauvignon Blanc, Chenin Blanc and Pinotage are available through The
Wine Arc’s ecommerce platform and can now be delivered straight to your door. Follow our
social media pages for the latest news on our wine cellar and new releases!

        @NietvoorbijZA

        @Nietvoorbij_ZA

        @nietvoorbij_wines
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ARC HOSTS DALRRD MINMEC

The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development elected to host their
MinMEC meeting at ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij in Stellenbosch on 08 February 2022. 

The meeting was attended by the Minister Ms Thoko Didiza, along with her Deputy Ministers
Mcebisi Skwatsha and Nokuzola Capa, the Director General, Deputy Directors General,
provincial MECs and HODs. The purpose of MinMEC meetings is to consult, coordinate and
align the implementation of programmes at national and provincial levels. MinMEC plays a
meaningful role in the process of co-operative government. All provinces were represented by
their agricultural MECs and HODs.

The day consisted of the official MinMEC meeting, followed by a site-visit to the De Fynne
Nursery in Paarl as well as a dinner, hosted at The Wine Arc (on our Nietvoorbij Farm). 

Minister Didiza reaffirmed the importance of collaboration and commitment between
government, state-owned enterprises and the private sector. She noted that statutory
approvals from the Ministers office to collect a levy allows the agricultural industries to collect
statutory levies. Industry pay 20% of the levy, specifically for transformation. A percentage of
the money collected can then go into into research, development and other areas to improve
the industry.

The Minister recognised the role played by the ARC and the National Agricultural Marketing
Council (NAMC) in the development, growth and sustainability of the South African agricultural
and agro processing industry. The new Director General, Mr Mooketsa Ramasodi, thanked the
ARC for agreeing to host this important event at such short notice.

[Picture: DALRRD website]
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TIA VISITS HONEYBUSH PROJECT
Representatives of the Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) visited ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij
on 22 February 2022. Their visit kicked off with a meeting with Dr Cecilia Bester, project
leader, and Prof Lizette Joubert to discuss progress and challenges, in particular with the
community development aspect of the project. 

Other activities entailed a visit to the honeybush nursery and herbal tea processing facility of
the institute where they could observe small-scale processing and smell the enticing aroma of
the freshly processed honeybush tea, still hot from the oxidation ovens. 

The tea was produced, using the new ultra-high temperature oxidation process, developed by
Prof Lizette Joubert. This was followed by a visit to the Sensory Research laboratory of
Stellenbosch University to experience firsthand the process involved in assessing the aroma
and taste of honeybush tea. They were joined by Dr Cecilia Bester and Prof Dalene de Beer,
also involved in the project. 

The visitors at the herbal tea
processing facility. 
From left to right: Mr Obakeng
Maema Mr Sibusiso Manana, 
Ms Nothando Mathe and 
Ms Veronika Rakoena (all
TIA) with Prof Lizette Joubert
and Mr George Dico (ARC).

The visitors trying their hand
at sensory evaluation of
honeybush tea. From left to
right: Mr Sibusiso Manana, Dr
Cecilia Bester, Ms Veronika
Rakoena, Mr Obakeng
Maema, Prof Dalene de Beer
(ARC) and Ms Nothado
Mathe 



‘Rosemarie’ was the world’s first blush
cultivar to be commercialized and was also
the first pear bred in Africa. It was the first
pear bred by the then Fruit and Fruit
Technology Research Institute (FFTRI), now
ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij, by Dr Noel Hurter
(deceased) and released to the industry in
May 1990. Due to the novelty of the product
type at the time, the initial acceptance by
overseas marketers was sluggish, however,
the response of the overseas consumers
was so overwhelmingly positive, that it
became an instant hit; the main attraction
being the delightful rosy pink blush on its
cheeks. 

ROSEMARIE
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As a direct result, it received very good prices. Since its release, this early-harvested cultivar
is still playing a major role in opening the seasonal overseas blush market for South Africa.
Despite its smaller fruit size, this cultivar has excellent storage and aromatic qualities with a
very distinct pear flavour, which enhances the eating sensation.

Overseas supermarkets had to adapt their cash registers with a special button, to
accommodate the new category for blush pears, which fetched about double the price of
traditional pears. During the 2020 season ‘Rosemarie’ was still a very popular cultivar at
589ha (or 5% of total SA pear plantings) and 475 587 of 12.5 cartons was exported, which is
valued at R69 431 347. 

Furthermore, the off-color fruit of ‘Rosemarie’, (which is also exported under the trade name
of ‘Sempre’) was 316 811 cartons (12.5kg), which is valued at R34 686 630 (Personal
commination, Mariette Kotzè, Hortgro, Paarl). The export statistics clearly illustrates the
substantial value added to the South African pear industry by this blush pear cultivar. 

The success of ‘Rosemarie’ was the major driving force to extend the range of blush pear
cultivars for overseas markets.  The ARC’s pear-breeding programme is world-renowned for
its range of blushed pears, which include cultivars such as ‘Flamingo’ (1991), ‘Cheeky’
(2009) and ‘Cape Blush’ (2020).



HI JADE! 

Melvi Todd, a PhD Food Science student of
Prof Lizette Joubert, assisted with the training
of fourth-year Food Science students in new
product development, formulation and costing. 

Melvi is an old hand at product development
with extensive industry experience. She shared
insights around achieving product-market fit
and ways to avoid typical pitfalls to new product
development (e.g. inadequate market and cost
analysis). 

TRAINING ON NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
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Jade Tobin, ex-MSc student at the Plant Bioactives Group, has returned to continue with a PhD
study under the supervision of Prof Dalene de Beer and Dr Chantelle Human after almost 4 years
of working in the Food Industry - “I am is extremely excited to be back at the ARC and in the field
of research again”. While her MSc focused on rooibos, she will shift her attention to honeybush
for her PhD. Her project, which forms part of Dr Human’s Thuthuka-NRF funded project, will
focus on the development of green honeybush nano-phytosomes with application in a ready-to-
drink beverage. 
 

She also touched on the use of Design Thinking as a non-linear, iterative process that the
students can use to understand their customers, challenge their assumptions, and accurately
define problems so as to create innovative solutions. Following the training, Melvi attended initial
product concept presentations, providing feedback and assisting students to identify the most
feasible ideas for further development.



PASSING THE BATON TO THE NEXT GENERATION
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Dr Elleunorah Allsopp and Muriel Knipe from ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij (Plant Protection)
presented a training workshop on thrips identification to eight enthusiastic young researchers
from Insect Science in Paarl. 

Insect Science is a company based in Tzaneen (Mpumalanga) and in Paarl. The company
specialises in the use of semiochemicals to produce modern monitoring and integrated pest-
management solutions for commercial crops, stored food such as grains, and pests found in
the home and garden. 

The aim of this workshop was to enable researchers doing applied research on thrips
monitoring and control, to make preliminary identifications of thrips caught on traps or in
knock-down samples and to distinguish between economically harmful species and harmless
and/or predatory thrips. 

With this knowledge these young researchers can also help growers to avoid unnecessary
insecticide applications against harmless or beneficial species. Thrips are small and spotting
the key morphological features for identification is not so easy!
 


